aS                                        MALLEABLE METALS.

'Book L     was an artificial alloy, and that the discoverer had frau-
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___ y ,..- dulently attempted to impose upon the public. We
now know that it exists in crude platina, and that Dr
Wollaston extracted it from that mineral. Of conse-
quence, since palladium exists in a natural substance^
since no one has succeeded in decomposing it, and since
all other chemists have hitherto failed in forming it ar-
tificially by any of the methods pointed out by Chene-
vix, we are under the necessity of considering it as a
distinct metal. Mr Chenevix indeed still persists in
his original opinion, even since he has been informed of
the real history of the discovery; but it cannot be ex-
pected that others will embrace his opinion till he suc-
ceeds in pointing out a method by Which his experi-
ments may be successfully repeated. At the same time
it is but justice to say, that even if his conclusions
should not be verified to their full extent, still the ex-
periments of this ingenious chemist would be of great
importance, by leading chemists to examine the mutual
action of the metals on each other, and the compounds
which they are capable of forming in various circum-
stances ; investigations which may ultimately tend to
diminish the number of simple metals, which seem at
.present likely to multiply almost without limit.

L Dr Wollaston separated palladium from crude pla-
tina by the following process :

Dissolve crude platina in nitro-muriatic acid, and in-
to the solution, previously freed from any excess of a-
cid, drop a quantity of prussiate of mercury *. In a
short time the liquid becomes muddy, and a pale yek

* A salt lo be described in a subsequent part of this Work,,